
Painting Boats 
 Polyurethane coatings improve color retention and gloss finish of fiberglass laminates, 
and are used frequently for repair and repainting
of colors available and with some simple precautions application is easy. 

Before you start, make sure that the air source is clean and dry and all hoses are free of 
contaminates. 
 
Surface Preparation -Recently Molded 
Think Clean!!! 

·  Solvent wash using clean 
acetone. 

·  Sand using 220 first and finish with
if you are going to be doing repair work.

·  Wash with Dawn and rinse with fresh water looking for area of contamination... allow to 
dry. 

·  Repeat step 1 prior to coating.
 
New Aluminum Surfaces

·  Profile the Aluminum surface with 50 to 80 grit sandpaper or sandblast 
·  Air blow the surface clean and prime with EPN

the surface will begin to oxidize.
swing will cause the surface to sweat and this will lead to primer failure.(
to wipe the surface because they will s
allow water to reach the surface possibly leading to a failure of the paint system)

·  If you plan to wait longer than 48 hours, etch the surface with a silicofluoride acid or 
phosphoric acid etch.  Rinse with fr
break" technique.  Be careful not to mix the acid to strong or the aluminum will smutt 
(blacken) and will have to be redone with a diluted acid/water mix. 

·  Treat the aluminum surface with alodine treatmen
Prime the surface with EPN
*EPN-3-GN1 Mix thoroughly, one part EPN
minutes prior to application.  Pot life wil
thickness of 0.5 - 0.8 mils, using siphon, air, or airless spray equipment.
during product application.  Allow primer to dry for a minimum of
hours prior to topcoating 
 
Fairing the Hull   

·  Prime the hull with EPN-
build while the curing window for the EPN

·  Allow the high build primer to cure and then 
through to the green primer. 

Painting Boats the Axon Way 
Polyurethane coatings improve color retention and gloss finish of fiberglass laminates, 
and are used frequently for repair and repainting  of FRP laminates. There is a wide range 
of colors available and with some simple precautions application is easy. 

Before you start, make sure that the air source is clean and dry and all hoses are free of 

Recently Molded Items   

Solvent wash using clean NEW WHITE  rags and Nauticoat Wash Solvent SR

Sand using 220 first and finish with  320 grit paper if no repair is required, 80 to 120 grit 
if you are going to be doing repair work. 

wn and rinse with fresh water looking for area of contamination... allow to 

Repeat step 1 prior to coating. 

New Aluminum Surfaces  
Profile the Aluminum surface with 50 to 80 grit sandpaper or sandblast  
Air blow the surface clean and prime with EPN-3-GN1 with in 6 hours.  
the surface will begin to oxidize.  Also watch the weather because a large temperature 
swing will cause the surface to sweat and this will lead to primer failure.(
to wipe the surface because they will snag on the surface and leave small threads to 
allow water to reach the surface possibly leading to a failure of the paint system)
If you plan to wait longer than 48 hours, etch the surface with a silicofluoride acid or 

Rinse with fresh water looking for contamination with the "water 
Be careful not to mix the acid to strong or the aluminum will smutt 

(blacken) and will have to be redone with a diluted acid/water mix.  
Treat the aluminum surface with alodine treatment which is a chromatic acid blend.
Prime the surface with EPN-3-GN1 after the surface dries and with in 24 hours

Mix thoroughly, one part EPN-3-GN1 base with one part EH-10 catalyst.
Pot life will be 8 hours.  Spray apply a single wet uniform coat to a dry film 

0.8 mils, using siphon, air, or airless spray equipment.  Constant agitation is suggested 
Allow primer to dry for a minimum of  30 minutes not to exceed twenty four 

-3-GN1 and then apply 6 to 12 mils dft of EPN-45 primer/high 
build while the curing window for the EPN-3-GN1 is open.  
Allow the high build primer to cure and then sand with 80 grit, making sure not to sand 
through to the green primer.  

 
Polyurethane coatings improve color retention and gloss finish of fiberglass laminates, 

FRP laminates. There is a wide range 
of colors available and with some simple precautions application is easy.  

Before you start, make sure that the air source is clean and dry and all hoses are free of 

rags and Nauticoat Wash Solvent SR-28 or 

320 grit paper if no repair is required, 80 to 120 grit 

wn and rinse with fresh water looking for area of contamination... allow to 

 
 Any longer and 

Also watch the weather because a large temperature 
swing will cause the surface to sweat and this will lead to primer failure.(Do not use rags 

nag on the surface and leave small threads to 
allow water to reach the surface possibly leading to a failure of the paint system)  
If you plan to wait longer than 48 hours, etch the surface with a silicofluoride acid or 

esh water looking for contamination with the "water 
Be careful not to mix the acid to strong or the aluminum will smutt 

t which is a chromatic acid blend.  
GN1 after the surface dries and with in 24 hours 

10 catalyst.  Let stand for 30 
Spray apply a single wet uniform coat to a dry film 

Constant agitation is suggested 
t to exceed twenty four 

45 primer/high 

sand with 80 grit, making sure not to sand 



·  Apply fairing compound according to contractor's style and technique.
compound, long board with 35 to 60 grit and fair the hull until it has achieved yacht 
quality standards.  

·  Apply 10-15 mils dft of sprayable fairing compound to seal the fairing compound and fill 
pinholes.  Long board with 80 grit while the compound is in its early stages of cure. 

·  Apply 4 to 8 mils dft of EP
to 320 for the prep towards the final coat.
super fine finish.  

·  EP-45 provides a hard solvent resistant coating that gives Nauticoat topcoats it's superior 
DOI (Distinction of Image) and water res

·  Apply three coats of Nauticoat Premium Polyurethane Topcoat to finish the hull to an 
finish unmatched by ANY other paint manufacturer.
  
Surface Preparation - Aged Surfaces

·  Solvent wash using clean 
acetone. 

·  Sand with 80 to 120 grit paper until you have removed the top several mils of aged 
gelcoat 

·  Repair gelcoat cracks and damage.
·  Spot sand repaired areas, initially with 80 to 120 grit paper & finishing with 220 and then 

320 grit paper. 
·  Fresh water wash and allow to dry.
·  Inspect for blemishes. 
·  Solvent wash using clean rags and acetone prior to coating.

 
Priming 
Even though the use of  polyurethane paint over sanded unprimed gelcoat can be 
successful, the use of a high build primer such as
such as Nauticoat SP-45 is recommended.
prevent the porosity of the gelcoat
best sprayed for a uniform texture but may be rolled.
are easy to apply and sand. It can
priming, occurs when a repair area has porosity greater than the surface tension of the 
paint.  The result is a total loss of gloss as the repaired area soaks up th
 
Application 
In addition to specific instruction with the product used the following hints should also be 
followed. 

·  Avoid application below 10 deg C, above 30 deg C and within 3 deg of the dew point. Do 
not apply in a dusty environment.(Duh)

·  Ensure that the correct reducers are on hand prior to commencement.
·  Mix all components thoroughly with a broad flat clean stirrer 

is accurate. 
·  Allow the correct induction period for the two part products 

30 minutes. 

Apply fairing compound according to contractor's style and technique.  Build up fairing 
compound, long board with 35 to 60 grit and fair the hull until it has achieved yacht 

15 mils dft of sprayable fairing compound to seal the fairing compound and fill 
Long board with 80 grit while the compound is in its early stages of cure. 

s dft of EP-45 to seal the sprayable fairing compound and sand with 80 
to 320 for the prep towards the final coat.  Apply as many coats as needed to reach a 

45 provides a hard solvent resistant coating that gives Nauticoat topcoats it's superior 
DOI (Distinction of Image) and water resistant qualities.  
Apply three coats of Nauticoat Premium Polyurethane Topcoat to finish the hull to an 

ANY other paint manufacturer.  

Aged Surfaces 
Solvent wash using clean NEW WHITE rags and Nauticoat Wash Solve

Sand with 80 to 120 grit paper until you have removed the top several mils of aged 

Repair gelcoat cracks and damage. 
Spot sand repaired areas, initially with 80 to 120 grit paper & finishing with 220 and then 

Fresh water wash and allow to dry. 

Solvent wash using clean rags and acetone prior to coating. 

polyurethane paint over sanded unprimed gelcoat can be 
successful, the use of a high build primer such as Nauticoat SPN-21 or a surfacing primer 

is recommended.  It is necessary to seal all of  the old gelcoa
prevent the porosity of the gelcoat  from affecting the final finish.  These products are 
best sprayed for a uniform texture but may be rolled.  See the cautions.   
are easy to apply and sand. It can  be over coated with any color.  The danger of not 
priming, occurs when a repair area has porosity greater than the surface tension of the 

The result is a total loss of gloss as the repaired area soaks up the paint.

In addition to specific instruction with the product used the following hints should also be 

Avoid application below 10 deg C, above 30 deg C and within 3 deg of the dew point. Do 
not apply in a dusty environment.(Duh) 

e that the correct reducers are on hand prior to commencement. 
Mix all components thoroughly with a broad flat clean stirrer - ensuring that the mix rate 

Allow the correct induction period for the two part products - usually in the order of 10

Build up fairing 
compound, long board with 35 to 60 grit and fair the hull until it has achieved yacht 

15 mils dft of sprayable fairing compound to seal the fairing compound and fill 
Long board with 80 grit while the compound is in its early stages of cure.  

and sand with 80 
Apply as many coats as needed to reach a 

45 provides a hard solvent resistant coating that gives Nauticoat topcoats it's superior 

Apply three coats of Nauticoat Premium Polyurethane Topcoat to finish the hull to an 

rags and Nauticoat Wash Solvent SR-28 or 

Sand with 80 to 120 grit paper until you have removed the top several mils of aged 

Spot sand repaired areas, initially with 80 to 120 grit paper & finishing with 220 and then 

polyurethane paint over sanded unprimed gelcoat can be 
or a surfacing primer 

the old gelcoat to 
These products are 

These primers 
The danger of not 

priming, occurs when a repair area has porosity greater than the surface tension of the 
e paint. 

In addition to specific instruction with the product used the following hints should also be 

Avoid application below 10 deg C, above 30 deg C and within 3 deg of the dew point. Do 

ensuring that the mix rate 

usually in the order of 10-


